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RE COMME NDA TIONS 



Background 

There seems to be little doubt that judgments of the individ- 
ual members of Committee M changed considerably during the 
several months in which the number and location of senior public 
colleges were being considered by the committee. Initially, 
the general feeling was in the direction of recommending a sub- 
stantial number of new senior colleges. However, as the influ- 
encing factors v/ere considered in meetings over a period of 
time of seven months, the real need was less apparent. 

Although it is not intended that the supporting evidence 
for the recommendations of Committee M, as given in Parts I -IV, 
be all inclusive in terms of discussions carried on and consider- 
ations given with respect to various data, the reader might be 
wise to read the four parts of the report before judging the rea- 
sonableness of the recommendations. The four parts include 
the following: 

1. Projection of College - Age Population and Degree - 
Credit Enrollment 

2. Junior Colleges 

3. Some of the Major Socioeconomic Factors Related 
to the Establishment of New Public Senior Colleges 

4. Influence of New Public Senior Colleges on Existing 
Institutions of Higher Education 

Priority Order Listings of New Senior Colleges and Recommen - 
dations for Establishment 



Committee M had a dual responsibility. First, there was 
the responsibility for recommending the establishment of new 
senior public colleges if needed. Second, there was the respon- 
sibility for indicating the general location of the colleges recom- 
mended for establishment. The first of these responsibilities 
will be met in this subtopic. 

The first and second stage priority order listing by Com- 
mittee M of new senior colleges is as follows: 
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Stage I 




Stage II 


1 . 


Chicago area 


1 . 


Chicago area 




Chicago area 


2. 


Rock Island area 


2. 


Rockford area 


3. 


Chicago area 




Springfield area 


4. 


Peoria area 






5. 


Chicago area 



It is recommended by the committee to the State of Illinois 
Board of Higher Education that new colleges be established as 
soon as possible in the areas included in Stage I of the above list. 
Further, if experiences with enrollments prove during the next 
few years that additional new colleges are needed, it is recom- 
mended that consideration be given to including other areas as 
shown in the Stage II priority list. Changes may have to be made 
in the priorities shown, according to changes in total population 
distribution and resultant student population potential. 

The committee was in complete agreement that first con- 
sideration be given to new commuter senior colleges in the 
Chicago area. According to Table I, shown in Part I of the 
report, the Chicago area by 1980 will have about 77 per cent 
of the college - age population in the eighteen to twenty - one age 
classification and 70 per cent of the projected new students. 

It should be pointed out that the two new institutions for the 
Chicago area are in addition to Teachers College South already 
approved by the Higher Board. Construction of Teachers 
College South should proceed also. 

Whereas the recommendations for the two new senior col- 
leges in the Chicago area were based in large part on the poten- 
tial student population concentration, other factors largely 
influenced the thinking of the committee with regard to the 
recommendation for the new senior institution in the Springfield 
area. Some of the influencing factors were the following: 

(1) Springfield is the capital of the state and as such needs to 
assume some leadership in providing higher education oppor- 
tunities; (2) Springfield is the only metropolitan area in the 
state which does not have a senior college; and (3) unusual 
needs exist for curriculum in public administration and political 
science to serve governmental interests. Then too, as will 
be pointed out later, a senior college appropriately located could 
serve in part the needs of other nearby communities such as 
Decatur. 
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Although the potential student population projection, as 
shown in Table I, theoretically would justify the recommendation 
for the establishment of a new senior college in the Rockford 
area, the committee was concerned also that the college enroll- 
ment rate is less there than in many other areas of the state. 

A combination of factors contributes to this situation, not the 
least of which is the dearth of educational opportunities in the 
rural area within easy commuting time of Rockford. 

It is the recommendation of the committee that wherever 
possible cooperative arrangements for higher education oppor- 
tunities should be made with other states, such as with Indiana 
to handle students from southeastern Illinois near Evansville, 
Indiana, and with Iowa in the Rock Island - Moline - East Moline 
area. 

Some areas shown in Table I purposely were not included 
in the Stage II priority listing. It was thought that the Edwards- 
ville campus of Southern Illinois University should be able to 
serve the East St. Louis area needs. In this area, as in other 
areas of the state where college - going rates seem to be too 
low, the committee recommends that school and other community 
officials give strong encouragement to students at all grade 
levels to take advantage of the opportunities for higher education 
which are available to them. 

The needs of the area labeled Southern Illinois (31 Counties), 
as shown in Table I, could be served primarily by Southern Illinois 
University at the Carbondale and Edwardsville campuses. Dis- 
tances and resultant time for travel to a public senior college 
become rather great for some commuting students in the last 
named counties. On the other hand the counties are sparsely 
populated when compared with the metropolitan areas of the 
state, making establishment of a public senior college difficult 
to justify. Since the Champaign area is already served by the 
University of Illinois, there was no justification for placing that 
area in the priority list. 

General Area for Location of New Senior Colleges 

Previously, Committee M recommended that two senior 
commuter colleges be established in the Chicago area. The 
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recommendations with respect to the general area for location 
of each of the colleges are the following: (1) a college somewhere 
within a five -mile radius of the junction of U.S. Route 90 and 
State Route 53; and (2) a college somewhere within a five -mile 
radius of U.S. Route 30 (toll road) and State Route 53. The 
committee expects the colleges to serve particularly the highei 
education needs of upper undergraduate and beginning graduate 
students both from the City of Chicago and suburban areas. 

The committee recommended previously that a new public 
senior college be established in the Springfield area. This school 
should be located so that it would serve the needs of senior college 
students particularly from the Springfield area and in general from 
the Decatur area. 

The committee has no particular suggestion as to the loca- 
tion of the senior college recommended for the Rockford area, 
except that it be so located that it would serve best the needs of 
that area. 

Although the committee is not recommending the establish- 
ment of senior colleges at this time from the priority list under 
Stage II, there are two recommendations for colleges as to 
location, should they be established later. The Chicago area 
college listed as priority one should be far to the south in the 
area and the Peoria area school be so located that it serves 
Putnam County well. 

Other General Comments 

It was the thinking of the committee that present state 
universities and colleges will have a major task in handling ad 
ditional enrollments until new senior colleges are opened. At 
best probably it will be five to six years from the present time 
before buildings can be planned and built, staff acquired, and 
students enrolled. Planning time for buildings might be reduced 
if plans of buildings already constructed at state universities 

were used, or modified and used. 

Even a casual review of the priority list shown previously 

would indicate that the concern of the committee was for the 
establishment of new senior colleges in urban areas, because the 
overwhelming majority of the potential students will be in those 
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areas. Additionally, it will be possible for the enrollments to 
increase in such areas to the level necessary to have compre- 
hensive college programing. 

Although the recommendations took the indicated direction, 
the committee recognized that the advantages to almost any 
community in establishing a public senior college would be domi- 
nant over disadvantages. However, there is still the problem, 
among others, of financing a comprehensive system of public 
senior colleges. 

The committee would like to recommend strongly that the 
schedule of courses for any new senior college established be 
such that evening classes as well as day classes will be available 
to students. 



PART I 



PROJECTION OF COLLEGE -AGE POPULATION 
AND DEGREE - CREDIT ENROLLMENT 



Revisions of Master Plan Projections 



Since techniques of populations projections are almost 
standard, the relative merit of projections is determined by the 
data upon which they are based. Additionally, since the more 
recent projections will be based upon the more recent informa- 
tion, the latest projections are usually the most reliable. The 
committee was thus disappointed when population projections 
for the state being prepared for the State Board for Economic 
Development were not available in time to be considered ade- 
quately in the deliberations. 

One recent projection available, which included estimates 
for downstate areas in detail, was that prepared for the 1963 
Report of Master Plan Committee A. ^ This projection estimated 



The distribution of the college-age population among the down- 
state areas is that projected in "College Enrollments" (A Report 
to the Illinois Board of Higher Education, Master Plan Commit- 
tee A, December, 1963, data prepared by P. P. Klassen and 
R. E. Corley). 
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